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The International Emergency Management Society  
 

TIEMS continues its international devel opment, and is spreading out its 
activity more and more worldwide, with members and chapters. New 

members and chapters add valuable expertise and cultural diversity to the 
TIEMS international network, which comprises of users, planners, 

researchers, indust ry, managers, response personnel, practitioners, social 
scientists, and other interested parties within emergency management 
and disaster response. This network constitutes a large international 

multidisciplinary group of experts, with different educationa l 
backgrounds and various experiences. Read more about this network and 

its activities in this newsletter.  
 

Joseph Pollack  
TIEMS Newsletter Editor  

 
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed herein are solely those of TIEMS and those responsible for the 

different articles and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Law and Justice. It remains for the 

National Courts and ultimately the European Court of Justice to interpret the Law. Under no 

circumstances will TIEMS be liable for any direct or indirect damages arising in connection with the 

use of this newsletter. 
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MESSAGE FROM TIEMS PRESIDENT 
 

 
 

First of of all, I like to wish TIEMS members 
and friends worldwide  Happy Holidays and a 
Prosperous New Year, with a hope that we 
can avoid the big disasters in 2018, and if it 
happens, that we are so well prepared that 
the consequences can be minor.  

In the year 2017, which we soon are ending, 
however, climate and weather disasters 
have hit nearly every world continent, with 
flooding and monsoons in South Asia, 
hurricanes and major earthquakes in North 
America, landslides and droughts in Africa 
and a tsunami threat to Central America. In 
addition to this is vulnerability introduced by 
local conditions such as poverty, government 
corruption, poorly planned  development, 
and environmental degradation.  
 
These disasters and vulnerabilities  
demonstrate that we need to redouble our 
efforts to reduce the impacts of such events 
in the future. Robert Glasser of UN said in a 
statement that, òIf we do not succeed in 
understanding what it takes to make our 
societies more resilient to disasters, we will 
pay an increasingly high price in terms of 
lost lives and livelihoodsó  
 
See the worldwide disasters, which 
ReliefWeb is actively monitoring at:  
 
https://reliefweb.int/disasters?date=201701
01-20180101#content  
 
TIEMS focus is on education, training, 
certification and policy in emergency 
management and disaster response, as we 
believe the best w ay to be prepared and 
building resilient societies worldwide is 
through improved and better education 

about the risks the different communities 
phase, and learn how to act and help your 
self and others if a disaster strikes.  
 
TIEMS international network of  chapters and 
members have above focus, and this network 
is expanding continuously. In 2017, TIEMS 
has included Latin America and Caribbean 
(LAC) in its worldwide network, and one 
more chapter was added to TIEMS family, 
the TIEMS Philippines Chapter, which also 
will be the host of TIEMS 2018 Annual 
Conference to be arranged in Manila mid -
November 2018. 
 

This yearõs conference took place in Kyiv, 
Ukraine, with 19 nationalities adding value 
to an excellent technical program, and with 
social events showing the participants the 
best of Ukraine culture.  
 
On the last day of the conference was 
arranged a trip and visit to the Chernobyl 
Exclusion Zone, in order to learn more about 
the nuclear tragedy that took place there in 
April 1986, more than 30 years ago. The 
visitors got an understanding of the threat of 
nuclear power, if used in war, which again is 
a threatening possibility, when listening to 
the rhetoric used by USA and North Korea. 
Let us hope that this is only rethoric 
exercizes on both sides and that comm on 
sense will prevail.  
 

 

 
 

Oslo 22nd December 2017 
K. Harald Drager 

    TIEMS President

 
 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
https://reliefweb.int/disasters?date=20170101-20180101#content
https://reliefweb.int/disasters?date=20170101-20180101#content
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Summary and conclusions of TIEMS 2017 
Annual Conference are reported in the 
newsletter below.  
 
TIEMS worldwide events in 2017 took place 
in India, USA, Philippines, China, Korea and 
Japan in addition to Ukrain e, dealing with 
different aspec ts of emergency management 
and disaster response, and summaries from 
some of these events are found below, while 
the others will be reported in later TIEMS 
Newsletters.  
 
TIEMS worldwide events are important 
meeting places for networking and building 
partnerships and collaborations, and in 
TIEMS Board meeting in Ukraine, the board 
decided to focus on the following fields, 
topics and activities in 2018 and beyonds:  
 
Á TIEMS QIEDM Certification ðTQC 
Á TIEMS Academy 
Á The DRR Communication Platform 
Á The Global Study of Civil Protection  
Á TIEMS International Emergency 

Management Industry Group ð TIEMIG 
Á TIEMS International Emergency 

Industry Group ð TIEIG 
Á International RTD Projects  

 
A brief intro duction to these TIEMS 2018 
Focus Areas are found below in my editorial, 
and furher details of some of them are 
outlined in the newsletter.  
 
TIEMS QIEDM Certification ðTQC 

TIEMS believes that education and training is 
the key to improved resilience worldwi de, 
and TIEMS is therefore in the process of 
building up a comprehensive international 
education, training and certification 
program. TIEMS started with developing the    
concept of TIEMS Academy and TIEMS 
Qualification in Emergency & Disaster 
Management (QIEDM) Certification (TQC) in 
2006.  

TQC shall provide assurance that 
professionals and practitioners have a 
working knowledge of òInternationally 
Shared Understanding of Emergency 
Management and Disaster Response 
Elements, Qualifications and Terminology 
and Internationally Accepted Good 

Practicesó. The goal is that this will 
encourage and support the establishment of 
an essential and globally accepted standard 
of good practices in emergency and disaster 
management throughout the world . 
 
TIEMS Academy 
 
Related to tQC is creat ing an eLearning and 
Certification platform that will foster, across 
the international community, shared, 
common understanding of emergency 
management elements, standards, and 
terminology . This will be achieved by 
creating  an online portal  that will make 
emergency management educational 
resources, from established educational 
institutions and initiatives, broadly available 
to students worldwide .  
 
The goal is that TIEMS Academy will feature 
royalty -free courses, royalty -free materials, 
and royalty -free emergency management 
tools with supporting documentation .  
 
The DRR Communication Platform  
 
This year marks the second year since the 
adoption of the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. The new 
global blueprint for DRR partic ularly aims to 
achieve òthe substantial reduction of 
disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods 
and health and in the economic, physical, 
social, cultural and environmental assets of 
persons, businesses, communities and 
countriesó. Particularly, it underscores the 
importance of strengthening multi -
stakeholder engagement among government 
agencies, academia, private sector, civil 
society and other actors through cross -sector 
and inter -agency DRR community platforms.  
 
TIEMS Korean Chapter has developed  a web-
based platform on DRR technology that can 
be leveraged by the TIEMS expert group 
(TIGE) to serve as a catalyst for transforming 
community resilience through information 
sharing and developing innovative and 
practical methods and technologies on 
mitiga ting disaster risks. The primary 
function of this website is to offer an easily 
accessible Q&A and discussion board for DRR 
experts to engage in through a dialogue 
regardless of time and space both during 
emergencies and at normal times.  

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
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The DRR Communication Platform was 
introduced and discussed during a workshop 
at TIEMS 2017 Annual Conference, and a 
brief description of the workshop  is found in 
the newsletter  below. 
 
Global Study of Civil Protection  
 
World Civil Protection Agencies are the first 
line or ganizations in disaster preparedness 
and response, and it is very important  that 
these agencies are up-to-date on 
technology, systems and methods for 
efficient emergency management and 
disaster response. The World Bank has 
initiated a study to get an overv iew of the 
status of these agencies worldwide. TIEMS is 
one of the organizations , which has 
partnered with the World Bank to do  this 
study, titled:  òThe stat e of Civil Protection 
in the World: Typologies, Good Practise and 
Economic Returnsó. The outcome of this 
study will be important learning for al l 
working in Civil Protection, and for those 
responsible for the national funding of them.  
 
TIEMS International Emergency Industry 
Group ð TIEIG 
 
TIEMS launced TIEMS Emergency Medical 
Committee (TEMC) in Chengdu in China in 
2012, and this organization has developed to 
become an important international actor 
within emergency medicine, see:  
 
http://www.tiems.info/index.php/acti vities
-events/task -force-groups/temc  
 
TIEMS have now taken an initiative to 
establish an International Emergency 
Industry Group, structured the same way  as 
TEMC, and the structure and leadership will 
be established in 2018, and we expect the 
first exposure of this group through a n 
emergency industry exhibition during TIEMS 
2018 Annual Conference in Manila. 
 
International RTD Projects  
 
TIEMS has been involved in Research and 
Technical Development (RTD) projects since 
2006, and at present TIEMS is involved i n 
two EU projects as partner, the ASSET 
project and the HERACLES project.  

The projects web -sites are:  
 
ASSET:  
http://www.asset -scienceinsociety.eu/   
 
HERACLES:  
http://www.heracles -project.eu/   
 
ASSET is terminating at the end of this year, 
and the findings was summed up in ASSET 
final event in Rome in October  this year , and 
an overview of the findings and conclusions 
are presented in this newsletter. HERACLES 
is mid-way in its development , and will be 
terminated in 2019.  
 
RTD projects are important activities to 
improve systems, methods and technology in 
emergency management and disaster 
response, and TIEMS will continue to be a 
partner in RTD projects in the future and 
also take the initiative to launch projects 
ourselves which we feel will add value to 
better resilence world wide.  
 
I hope TIEMS Focus areas will add value to 
create more resient so ciet ies worldwide and 
a thus a safer world.  
 
Again, enjoy the upcoming holidays, and 
good luck in the New Year.  
 

 

 

Have a good and interesting reading  in 

the coming holiday s! 

 

 

K. Harald Drage r 

TIEMS President 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
http://www.tiems.info/index.php/activities-events/task-force-groups/temc
http://www.tiems.info/index.php/activities-events/task-force-groups/temc
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/
http://www.heracles-project.eu/
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
 
As 2017 draws to a close, let us reflect about our 24th year together at TIEMS. Indeed we have 
made great strides 4 years into our transformation towards an innovative organization! Take stock 
of this yearôs most exciting projects, policies, companies and forums, and look towards next yearôs 
improvement opportunities.  Earthquakes in Mexico; flooding in South America; wildfires in the 
United States, Europe and Indonesia, and extreme weather events in the Pacific and the 
Caribbean and have tested the response of nations and affected our community one way or 
another. Protracted humanitarian situations inspire solidarity with the White Helmets in Syria; Blue 
Helmets in the Great Lakes region; civil protection in America, Ukraine and Japan; civil society in 
South America and the Arab World; and the scientific and public health community when their work 
is affected. 
 
In 2017, TIEMS essentially validated its role in promoting better practices in emergency 
management. First of all, it welcomed new members in 1) USA, China, and the Ukraine 
distinguished by their public service and innovation in response; 2) Philippines, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Qatar distinguished by their commitment to public health; 3) South American chapters for 
their engagement with communities; 4) European Nationsô leadership in CBRNE training. 
 
As we return home from a global conference bravely held in Ukraine during the winter season, I 
would like to underline some associative resolutions. TIEMS has readied the TIGE community to 
respond to technology, man-power, and incident-based leadership requirements; established 
chairs for South America; held national consultations in Japan, China, the United States, the 
Philippines, and France; welcomed new members in particular our widely beloved Angeli Medina 
from the Philippines; distinguished leader Vilma Milmoe; and a steady promising increases in 
memberships in China, Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, the Arabian 
Peninsula. In this issue I am super excited to introduce to the world Chinaôs leading applied 
simulation service providers.  
 
TIEMS has pursued immediately pertinent development projects in China in public health; security, 
resilience, response, hospital management, public health response, and CBRNE training in Europe 
and the USA; EOC creation and management, international response and training at the IGO and 
national levels.  
 
We partnered with the most exciting innovation events especially in China. As VR technology 
matures; the reduction in costs for building simulation centres for hospitals, EOCs, CBRNE, and 
specialised fire-fighting operations; the increased demand for training in mass casualty incidents 
can be met. Through this newsletter we have showcased the most exciting opportunities for 
technology transfer, learning, and international cooperation and trade to build the international 
emergency managersô society (TIEMS) of the future.  
 
On behalf of all the tireless unsung volunteers that keep this forum going: Happy New Year. In 
2018, join us in Manilla, Philippines for our global conference in partnership with the PHA the 
national doctorsô association. Personally I end my year impressed by a jaw-dropping capability 
already bootstrapped in China - read ahead and let me know what you think. Stay up to date with 
the latest news by reading our newsletter. Read more for special deals and the most relevant 
events! 

 

 
 
 
Joseph Pollack, www.publicinterest.network 

http://www.publicinterest.network/
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THE INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SOCIETY INTRODUCTION 
 

TIEMS ï www.tiems.org 
 

                                                MISSION 
TIEMS prepares the world for emergencies. We are a global forum for 
education, training, certification, and policy for emergency and disaster 
management.  We do not respond to emergencies: we ensure that others are 
ready to respond.  This is important internationally because some parts of the 

world otherwise have limited support for preparation.  
 

As the international community discovers and develops new technologies, methodologies, and best 
practi ces, we offer conferences, ongoing forums, and training courses that rapidly and continuously 
spread the knowledge to every corner of the community.  As policy makers grow to understand both 
the need for preparation and the support TIEMS provides, we expec t to influence policy choices that 
strengthen cooperation among regional communities before a disaster strikes.  

 

CHAPTERS  
Chapters provide a regional focus for TIEMS 
activities.  This is important because every 
region has unique circumstances and 
challenges, so there is no planning process 
that applies everywhere.  
 

Currently we have chapters representing:  
Belgium/Netherlands/Luxembourg, China, 
Finland, India, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Korea, 
Middle East and North Africa, Nigeria and 
West Africa, Romania, United  States of 
America, Philippines  and Ukraine. 
 

Each chapter is autonomous. Some of its 
members are also members of international 
TIEMS, and others are only members of the 
chapter, with local rules governing 
membership.  The chapter establishes local 
activit ies and coordinates with the rest of 
TIEMS as needed. 
 

The TIEMS Secretariat, located in Brussels, is 
available to the chapter for administrative 
support.  The chapter reports annually to the 
Secretariat about chapter activities, plans 
and finances.  

 

ACTIVITIES  
Á International conferences, workshops 

and exhibitions , held worldwide, focus 
on Emergency Management and Disaster 
Response topics 
 

Á Research & Technology Development  
projects support initiatives, coordination 
and participation  

Á Task Force Groups  provide an 
international group of experts to assist 
with  emergency operations worldwide  
 

Á TIEMS Academy, providing international 
education, training and certification 
programs in Emergency Management and 
Disaster response  

 

MEMBERSHIP 
As a member of the TIEMS, you are part of an 
international community of leaders and 
practitioners in emergency management, with 
diverse backgrounds in engineering, science, 
government, academics, military, and 
industry working together to make the world 
a safer place.  Membership affords unique 
opportunities to learn, serve, and network.  

Learn : From the multi -disciplinary, multi -
national TIEMS community and through special 
programs. 
 

Serve: By helping us in our mission to reduce 
the impacts of disasters and emergencies 
worldwid e. 
 

Network: With regional and international 
colleagues to develop valued personal and 
professional relationships, and 
enhanced opportunities.  
 

You are welcome to join us as a 
TIEMS member. 

 
K. Harald Drager  
TIEMS President 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
http://www.tiems.org/
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TIEMS ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Development of TIEMS QIEDM Certification  
 

QIEDM = Qualification in International Emergency and Disaster Management 
 
Prepared by: Angeli Medina, TIEMS QIEDM Certification Officer, MPA, BSN, CBCP, CHPCP, AMBCI, 
CEN 
 
TIEMS QIEDM CERTIFICATION OBJECTIVE 
 
TIEMS QIEDM Certification (TQC) shall provide assurance that professionals and practitioners 
have a working knowledge of òInternationally Shared Understanding of Emergency Management 
and Disaster Response Elements, Qualifications and Terminology and Internationally Accepted 
Good Practicesó. The goal is that this will encourage and support the establishment of an 
essential and globally accepted standard of good practices in emergency and disaster 
management throughout the world. The government agencies, non -government organizations 
and program leaders in emergency and disaster management will by this certification be skilled 
in and demonstrate the technical competence and critical thinking ability, and be aware of the 
processes necessary in emergency and disaster management. This will enhance the confidence 
and trust between government leaders and non -government organizations in emergency and 
disaster management. 
 
TQC shall be the acronym of the TIEMS QIEDM Certification. 
 
TIEMS QIEDM CERTIFICATION PROCESS 
 
The process for developing TIEMS QIEDM Certification is to review emergency and disaster 
response good practices from different countries of the world, and evaluate and select the best 
and relevant good practices to be demonstrated through the TIEMS QIEDM Certification process. 
Adherence to an internationally recognized certification process shall ensure that the TIEMS 
QIEDM Certification process conforms to the highest accreditation standard, and represents the 
best practices in certification.  
 
The TIEMS QIEDM certification process shall involve both a review of a paper application and 
passing an examination in order to validate the skills and information provided by each 
applicant. The TIEMS QIEDM certification body seeks to be the provider of choice for em ergency 
and disaster management leaders and specialists both nationally and internationally, and it 
works towards becoming a global standard for quality certification in emergency and disaster 
management. 
 
TIEMS QIEDM CERTIFICATION BACKGROUND 
 
QIEDM stands for Qualifications in International Emergency and Disaster Management, and the 
TIEMS QIEDM Certification concept has been developed within TIEMS since 2006.  
TIEMS QIEDM CERTIFICATION STRATEGIC PLANS 
 
1. Define who the customers or the market would be and  what knowledge should a TIEMS 
QIEDM Certification imply, both international and local. A survey will be sent to the TIEMS 
chapters, and the concept will be discussed during the TIEMS Annual Conference to determine 
the content and spot the interest for an emergency and disaster management certification.   
  
2. Establish how the TIEMS Academy and TIEMS QIEDM Certification shall work together and 
establish two advisory committees, the TIEMS Academy Advisory Committee and the TIEMS 
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QIEDM Certification Committee, with representatives from each TIEMS chapter, which shall 
provide advice on the content and development of both TIEMS Academy and TIEMS QIEDM 
Certification.  
 
3. Consider which courses are to be the teaching material for those taking TIEMS QIEDM 
Certific ation, and decide if these should be taught either through the TIEMS Academy on -line, or 
at cooperating universities or institutions, which could be certified to become TIEMS 
International Education Centers of Excellence.   
  
4. Decide what background is necessary for those who want to be TIEMS QIEDM certified, 
and consider recognizing other certifications received from other reputable accreditation 
organization, e.g. ANSI, FEMA, ISO, DRI, BCI and accepting these as a pre-qualification to go 
directly to a p re-exam and later exam.  
 
5. Develop an exam for certification, either to be done on -line or in the TIEMS Chapters or 
cooperating universities and institutions, and decide what the passing exam criteria would be.  
 
6. Consider developing a pre-exam course so candidates can train on the requirements to 
pass the exam. 
 
7. Decide the time -period before re -certification, maybe 3 years, or less, as technology 
develops so fast. 
 
8. Consider incorporating the national or disaster management methodologies from diffe rent 
countries as reported by the 14 TIEMS Chapters, and set up an on-line resource library where the 
TIEMS Chapters can submit their white papers, articles, national protocol and policies on disaster 
management from their countries.  
 
9. Cooperate with an d use the outcome of the World Bank global research study on civil 
protection when deciding the framework of TIEMS QIEDM Certification.  
 
10. Present and launch the TIEMS QIEDM Certification framework officially during the TIEMS 
2017 Annual Conference in Kiev, Ukraine.  
 
ORGANISATION OF THE TIEMS QIEDM CERTIFICATION DEVELOPMENT 
 
The project leader for the development of TIEMS QIEDM Certification will be the TIEMS QIEDM 
Certification Officer, and a small project group will be established for following and gui ding the 
daily work, with the following members:  
 
 TIEMS QIEDM Certification Officer 
 Chair of TIEMS Academy 
 TIEMS President 
 Selected members from TIEMS Board 

 
Two advisory boards will advise the development of both TIEMS Academy and TIEMS QIEDM 
Certification, with members from each TIEMS Chapter, and selected members from the TIEMS 
board to represent areas where chapters are not established yet:  
 
 TIEMS Academy Advisory Board 
 TIEMS QIEDM Certification Advisory Board 

 
The TIEMS QIEDM Certification Officer reports to the TIEMS Board.  
 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
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TIEMS QIEDM CERTIFICATION FRAMEWORK 
 
Mission      
                                                                                                         
To promote the development of certification of internationally accepted global emergency and 
disaster management methodologies and good practices. Furthermore, to encourage 
collaboration in the spheres of scientific, critical thinking, humanitarian and economic activities 
relating to international emergency disaster m anagement, preparedness, response and recovery.  
 
Vision   
                                                                                                                             
The TIEMS QIEDM Certification will become the leading international emer gency and disaster 
management certification program.  
 
The TIEMS QIEDM Certification shall result in international agreement on the standardization of 
emergency and disaster management good practice.  
 
TIEMS BASIC STRUCTURE SUPPORTING TIEMS QIEDM CERTIFICATION 
 
 The International Emergency Management Society (TIEMS), with headquarters in Belgium, 

is an international non -profit, non -political, non -government organization registered in Brussels, 
Belgium. 
 
 TIEMS has 14 TIEMS Chapters globally. 

 
 TIEMS holds their meetings with global partners to discuss strategic plans on emergency 

and disaster management. 
 
 The TIEMS President communicates with the leaders of different TIEMS Chapters to 

address strategic decisions as well as general operations of TIEMS Chapters.  
 
 The TIEMS Board meets annually and as needed to address strategic issues and new 
memberõs state application to become TIEMS chapters. 
 
 The TIEMS Academy plans to offer emergency and disaster management courses and 

materials that will enhance the  successful completion of TIEMS QIEDM Certification. 
 
 TIEMS QIEDM Certification plans to offer international certification based on 

internationally shared understanding of emergency management and disaster response elements, 
qualifications and terminolog y, and international accepted good practices in emergency and 
disaster management. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
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The ASSET EU Project Findings 

 

 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
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